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Why Investigate?

“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, 
and doing new things, because we’re curious and 

curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.”

—Walt Disney



How Do Purposeful Investigations Engage Students in 
Standards Based Learning? 



How Do Three-Dimensional Learning Experiences Build 
Literacy Skills? 



What Can This Look Like in Primary Grades? 



What Can This Look Like in Intermediate Grades and 
Beyond?



Why Is Questioning Important for Linking Literacy to Learning 
Investigations and Authentic Performance Assessments?



Types of Investigations



How Do Launch Investigations and Focus Investigations 
Guide Learning Experiences?



How Do Launch Investigations and Focus Investigations 
Guide Learning Experiences?



How Does a Station Investigation Support Learning Goals?



How Does a Station Investigation Support Learning Goals?



How Does a Spontaneous Investigation Inspire Further 
Investigations? 



How Does a Spontaneous Investigation Inspire Further 
Investigations? 



How Does an Ongoing Investigation Support Thinking and 
Learning?



How Does an Ongoing Investigation Support Thinking and 
Learning?



Investigation Lesson Design Guide

 Questioning
 Which science and literacy standards best fit the concepts for this investigation?
 What will students do to meet the learning objective, and when and how will 

they do it?
 What question will you use to engage students and launch the investigation?

 Investigating
 What materials and resources will you need to investigate the concepts?
 How will you encourage collaboration and fuel the investigation with 

questions?
 How will you sequence the investigation (for example, launch investigation, then 

focus investigations, then whole-group discussion)?
 How will your discussion help students reflect on their learning and share their 

findings?

 Assessing
 How will students document and record their observations, thinking, and data?
 How will students show what they know and demonstrate that they met the 

objective?
 What investigations will you plan to answer new questions and extend thinking?



Launch Investigation Guide



Focus Investigation Guide



Station Investigation Guide



Spontaneous Investigation Guide and Ongoing Investigation 
Guide



How Do I Plan Different Types of Investigations to Integrate
Meaningful Learning Experiences?

“Dear Family,

We are learning about raptors. I like raptors. My favorite raptor is the

Red-tail Hawk. Raptors are very cool animals. They are none [known]

for thar [their] sharp beaks and thar [their] sharp talons. They can tar

[tear] thar [their] prey apart. What tipes [types] of raptors do you now

[know] about? And what is your favorite raptor? Why? And what

features make it a raptor?

Love, Deran”



How Do Investigations Engage Students in Purposeful 
Observations?



How Can Close Reading Support Ongoing Investigations?



How Can Close Reading Support Ongoing Investigations?



How Do Investigations Engage Students in Purposeful 
Writing?



How Do Investigations Support Webb’s Depth of Knowledge?



How Does the Powerful Practices Model Integrate SEPs?



How Can You Build Integrated Investigations?



How Can You Build Integrated Investigations?



How Can You Build Integrated Investigations?



How Does Investigating Create Opportunities That Lead to
Deeper Questioning and Authentic Assessments?



Questions????


